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Long before Europeans arrived, the Anishinaabe people
occupied a large territory including parts of present-day
Ontario, Michigan and Ohio. The game, fish, maple sugar
and other resources found in this territory are integral to
their way of life and identity. The Anishinaabe also are
known as the Ojibwa, Odawa and Potawatomi Nations (or
the Three Fires Confederacy). Today, the Anishinaabe of
the Three Fires Confederacy are represented by Walpole
Island First Nation (WIFN). The WIFN community is nestled
in Canada, and Michigan in the U.S.A. – at the mouth of
the St. Clair River or Bkejwanong (meaning where the
waters divide).



What is the significance of historic treaties?

It’s important to discuss for two main reasons. First, to
build a better relationship with Indigenous peoples
requires that governments and all citizens recognize
that treaties with Indigenous peoples are the
foundation that allowed non-Indigenous people to
settle in Ontario and enjoy its bounty. Second, there
exist outstanding legal obligations and promises from
treaties made in the past. These treaties are not, as
some people believe, relics of the past. They are living
arrangements, and understandings on which they are
based continue to have full force in Canada today.



The treaty process held out the promise of a
relationship based on mutual respect and common
interests. Once the settler population came to out
number the Indigenous population, and the
Indigenous nations were no longer needed as military
allies to defend the colony, respect for the treaties on
the non-Indigenous side gave way to policies of
domination and assimilation. For over a century,
governments (both federal and provincial) either
ignored treaty obligations or interpreted them
unilaterally, while the Indigenous signatories did not
have access to political or legal means of addressing
treaty claims.





Indigenous & Treaty Rights 
Today & Beyond

• Must remain meaningful

• Must reflect changing circumstances

• Must find existing modern form

• Must be interpreted flexibly so as to 
permit their evolution over time



Replacing the Indian Agent



“Indian Reserve Lands and
the Department of Indian
Affairs would cease to
exist in 5 years.”



35. (1) The existing aboriginal and treaty rights of
the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby
recognized and affirmed.



Waterways



Walpole Island First Nation

• Located under the intersection of 
two continental migratory bird 
flyways (Mississippi and Atlantic)

• Home of over 70 species at risk –
a biodiversity gem

• Located on the St. Clair River one 
of IJC’s 42 Areas of Concern



WIFN, Ontario, Canada & Proponent 
Alignment

• WIFN EPP & CAP

• Aboriginal Relations Policy (Industry)

• Provincial Policy Statement 2020

• Canada (Section 35,  10 relationship 
principles, mandate letters & case law)

• TRC 10 Principles of Reconciliation

• UNDRIP (FPIC)



Land & Community Matter

• Good development is about shifting the 
conversation from impact avoidance, 
risk management, mitigation, and 
justified infringement to collaboration 
and partnership. Meaning sustainable 
development, community well-being, 
equity participation and resources 
revenue sharing.



Provincial Policy Statement

4.3 This Provincial Policy Statement shall

be implemented in a manner that is

consistent with the recognition and

affirmation of existing Aboriginal and

treaty rights in section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982.



Sharing the Resources: Past, Present & Future 

• Pre-Confederation Treaties (Specific 
Claims)

• Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG)

• Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 
2009 (from Grand Bend to Otter 
Creek)

• Duty to Consult and Accommodate 
(Hosting Agreements)

• Hydro One sharing offer



Collaborations & Partnerships

• First Nations
–5 First Nations Declaration

–Pt. Pelee National Park

– Shipman case

–Grand Bend Wind



Opportunities

▪ Developing new partnerships in Canada and U.S. and 
beyond 

▪ Utilizing global markets, law, legislation and policy 
statements to advance and promote reconciliation and 
First Nation well-being

▪ Moving from the recognition of Indigenous Law & 
Indigenous Knowledge to respecting its value



Future Imperatives

▪ Seek and build new partnership opportunities when it proves to be useful for 
the well-being and betterment of the WIFN community.

▪ Maintain, strengthen and sustain existing relationships to implement and 
realize opportunities within Bkejwanong Territory.

▪ Continue to support advocacy efforts of the WIFN government in advancing 
measures to preserve, manage, and develop Bkejwanong Territory and 
promote reconciliation. Owning  the imperative that yes, we can!



Miigwech 


